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INTRODUCTION 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story 
of the man born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. 
In baptism God opens our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved 
children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism God anoints our head 
with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
 
GATHERING SONG Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (ELW 335) 
 
1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, 
there's a precious fountain; 
free to all, a healing stream 
flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 
 
Refrain 
In the cross, in the cross 
be my glory ever; 
till my ransomed soul shall find 
rest beyond the river. 
 
2 Near the cross, a trembling soul, 
love and mercy found me; 
there the bright and morning star 
sheds its beams around me. Refrain 
 
3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, 
bring its scenes before me; 
help me walk from day to day 
with its shadow o'er me. Refrain 
 
 



4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, 
hoping, trusting ever, 
till I reach the golden strand 
just beyond the river. Refrain 
 
 
GREETING (ELW p. 213) 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY (ELW p. 215) 
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 
life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with 
your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 23 
 1The LORD| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no 
evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 216) 
 
Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
Save us as you promised, we will trust your word 
Let your steadfast love come to us O God 
 
 
GOSPEL: John 9:1-41 
The gospel is announced. 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as 
spiritual blindness to the things of God. 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground 
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 
washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 
9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 
were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 
it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 
know.” 
  13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees 
said, “This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were 
divided. 17So they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was 
your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 



  18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight 
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked 
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 
20His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
21but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his 
eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this 
because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone 
who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 
23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 
  24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I 
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, 
now I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 
28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of 
Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not 
know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and 
obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from God, he could do 
nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying 
to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
  35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, 
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, 
so that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 
39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may 
see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him 
heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, 
“If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your 
sin remains.” 
The gospel concludes: 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
 



CHILDREN'S SONG – WITH JESUS IN MY BOAT 
 
CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 
CREED (ELW p. 217) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
SERMON (ELW p. 217) 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, 
the world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
God our healer, you bring sight to those walking in darkness. Lord, illumine our 
world as we strive to work together to slow the spread of COVID-19. Guide the 
work of scientists and researchers, policy makers and public health officials. Give 
each of us the wisdom and compassion in the decisions that face us in these 
confusing and uncertain times. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
God our healer, we pray for all who are working on the front lines in this crisis: 
doctors and nurses, health care aides, emergency first responders. For all who work 



in health care. Guide them in their work. Protect them and keep them safe. Give 
them compassion and wisdom. Be with their families. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
God our healer, be with all who are struggling emotionally during this time. Be 
with those who are struggling with anxiety and depression, those who are hopeless, 
those who are struggling with isolation and loneliness. Be with those who are 
saddened by the loss of life-giving activities, and the cancellation of important 
events. Be with all who are facing unemployment, lay-offs, or financial distress. 
Help all of us to reach out to our neighbours, to offer listening ears and helping 
hands. Help us to support one another during this time of crisis. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
God our healer, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for 
China, Italy, Iran, and countries all over the world, for the United States, and for 
Canada. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in your loving 
arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved ones have 
fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
God our healer, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing 
hand, Especially… and those we name now, either aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially…. Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 
commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD (ELW p. 220) 
The presiding minister leads one of the following or another appropriate prayer. 
Let us pray. 
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way 
through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to 
the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



LORD’S PRAYER (ELW p. 221) 
The presiding minister may introduce the Lord’s Prayer. 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
PEACE (ELW p. 217) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
You are invited to take some time to share the peace of Christ with others. Feel 
free to phone or text one another as well! 
 
SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
SENDING SONG Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779) 
 
Amazing Grace, How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now am found 
Was blind but now I see 
 
 
 



T'was Grace that taught my heart to fear 
And Grace, my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed 
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares 
We have already come. 
T'was grace that brought us safe thus far 
And grace will lead us home, 
 
The Lord has promised good to me 
His word my hope secured 
He will my shield and portion be 
As long as life endures 
 
 
BLESSING (ELW p. 221) 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL (ELW p. 222) 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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