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Happy Mother’s Day!      

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy Lord, within your church, your followers have often allowed their disagreements 

to get in the way of being faithful to your word. Remove any barriers our communities 

face that prevent us from sharing your word and building up your church. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING - Acts 18:1-4 

18 After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named 

Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, 

because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and, 

because he was of the same trade, he stayed with them, and they worked together—by 

trade they were tentmakers. 4 Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would 

try to convince Jews and Greeks. 

 

SECOND READING - 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been reported to me by 
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Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 What I 

mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong 

to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for 

you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I baptized none of 

you except Crispus and Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my 

name. 16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 

whether I baptized anyone else.) 17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim 

the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ might not be 

emptied of its power. 
18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 

who are being saved it is the power of God. 
 

SERMON  

Grace to you and peace in the name of the risen Jesus, amen. 

In the TV show Brooklyn 99, detectives Jake and Charles are assigned to an eight day 

stake-out together in an abandoned apartment block. Captain Holt is concerned that they 

will get on each other’s nerves after such a long time. But Jake and Charles assure him 

that it won’t be a problem, because they are such good friends. The stakeout starts off 

great, but after a few days, Jake and Charles start to get annoyed with one another. It 

starts with Charles insisting on eating with his mouth open, and Jake insisting that 

pancakes with copious amounts of butter and syrup is a healthy breakfast. And soon the 

two friends are writing a “no-no” list… a list of things that are off-limits. And the list 

grows longer… and longer… On Day 7 a fight erupts, and in frustration Charles throws 

a basketball, breaking a window and blowing their cover. The stakeout is over, and their 

friendship is on the rocks. 

Conflict is a fact of life, even between best friends like Jake and Charles. 

And conflict is a fact of life, even among Christians. The early church in Corinth found 

this out the hard way. They found themselves in a conflict situation. They were divided 

about which leader had the best teaching – Paul, or Apollos, or Peter. They were divided 

about which spiritual gifts were the most important. Even the Lord’s Supper – which 

should be uniting them – was a source of division. Their Christian fellowship is on the 

rocks. And word of this gets to Paul. So he writes them a letter, and this is the letter that 

we now call Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.   

Paul is concerned about these divisions and quarrels at Corinth. So he writes to them, 

and says:  

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11 For it has been reported to me by 

Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1%3A10-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28358a
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Paul is writing this letter over two thousand years ago, to a small house-church in 

Greece. But he could just as well be writing this letter to us. If we are honest with 

ourselves, we might have to confess that, yes Paul, there have been quarrels and 

divisions among us as well. There have been quarrels and divisions in our own, 

individual congregations, and there have been quarrels and divisions in the wider body 

of Christ as well. In fact, Christians have somehow found a way to disagree upon just 

about anything and everything that you could possibly disagree about!  

There have been quarrels among us. There have been divisions among us. And people 

have been hurt. 

I met a young man a few years ago at a party. He asked me what I did, and I said I was 

studying to be a pastor. So we started talking about religion, and he told me that he had 

fond memories of a time when his family all attended church together. But one day, his 

brother began attending a more radical Christian community, and before long he was 

telling his family members that they really weren’t Christian at all. And soon, faith, 

which once united this young man’s family, became a source of division. And people 

got hurt. And he hadn’t been back to church since. 

Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,[a] by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 

all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 

united in the same mind and the same purpose.  

What does Paul mean when he says this? Does he mean that we should try to find a way 

to unite all the Christian denominations and non-denominations into one giant 

institution? Or perhaps that we should all try to agree on a certain set of doctrines? Or 

maybe we should all try to use the same liturgy, or sing the same hymns and songs? 

What does being united in the same mind and purpose mean? 

If we are honest, we would likely admit that none of these options are realistic. And I’m 

not sure any of them would be helpful either.  

The fact is that, Christianity isn’t simple. It’s a complicated faith tradition. There are 

more questions than answers. And there is a lot within the Christian faith that is open to 

interpretation.  

And not only that, but the world is a complex place. So it takes wisdom, and patience, 

and a lot of humility to try to figure out how to live out our faith in this complex world. 

Disagreements are unavoidable. 

And disagreements don’t necessarily have to be a bad thing either, if they are 

approached with love, and humility, and grace. Because there are many different kinds 

of Christians out there, and we all emphasize certain aspects of our faith more than 

others. Some Christians emphasize tradition, others emphasize theology; still others 

emphasize social justice, or peace-making, or the action of the Holy Spirit, or vibrant 

worship, or the power of prayer, or the importance of Scripture.  

And in many ways, this diversity is a good thing, because it makes for a stronger 

witness in the world. It means that Christians don’t just have one thing to say, we have 

many things to say. The problem comes, not when we disagree with one another, but 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+cor+1%3A10-18&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28358a
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rather, when we attack one another. When we attack one another, then none of our 

voices are really, truly heard. And instead, people are hurt. 

So if there are so many things that Christians disagree on, what can unite us? What can 

hold us all together? Well, the question really isn’t what, it’s who. And that who is Jesus 

Christ. The one who can unite us is the one who was crucified for us, the Risen One 

who continues to walk among us.  

Over the next few weeks, we’ll continue to walk through Paul’s First Letter to the 

Corinthians. And we’ll hear how Paul continues to come back, time and time again, to 

the message of Jesus Christ, as he strives to bring healing and wholeness to a divided 

and broken community. And in the same way, may we continue to come back, time and 

time again, to the message of Jesus, as we strive to bring healing and wholeness to our 

divided and broken world.  

Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in 

all times and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, empower your church to be witnesses throughout the world to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus. Send your Spirit to guide and sustain congregations and 

faith communities across the globe in this time. We pray especially for our own 

congregations in the ELCIC, our Synod, our Bishop, Jason, and our national bishop, 

Susan, as well as our partners in the Anglican Church of Canada. We also pray for our 

companion synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Cameroon. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer 

Nurturing God, we give you thanks for mothers, for grandmothers, and for God-

mothers. For women who nurture and care for others. We pray for those who have lost 

mothers, for mothers who have lost children, and for those who have experienced 

infertility or miscarriage. We pray for parents who are expecting children. We give 

thanks for all who have shown mothering care, and we remember all for whom this day 

is difficult. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

God of abundance, be with all who have lost jobs or income in this time. Be with all 

who are struggling with mental illness, and for those who are experiencing loneliness 

and isolation. We pray especially for our elders, and for your protection and presence 

with residents and staff of personal care homes across our country. Lord in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Healing God, be with all who are affected by the COVID-19 virus. We pray for every 

country affected by this pandemic, and especially for our own country, Canada, and our 
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neighbours, the United States. Heal those who are ill. Hold those who are dying close in 

your loving arms. Comfort those who grieve. Give strength to families whose loved 

ones have fallen ill. We pray, O Lord, for a quick and merciful end to this pandemic. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

God of love, we pray for all in our faith family who are in need of your healing hand, 

especially Brett, Kurt, Irene, Steffie, Bill, Lorraine, Chris, Karen & Rolf, Becky, Jon, 

Michelle, Lynne, Ben, Amanda, Zarah and those we name now, either aloud or in the 

silence of our hearts. We also pray for those who are grieving, especially the family and 

friends of Betty Ann Spencer. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into 

your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing of Mothers 
God of all creation, 

pour out your blessing on all mothers 

and those who provide motherly care. 

You have made them in your image 

and given them children to love and care for in your name. 

Bless them with a heart like your heart: 

loving and kind, comforting and strong, 

nurturing and grace-filled. 

As they participate in your ongoing creativity, 

give them discernment 

to help their children discover their unique gifts. 

As they teach their children, 

grant them wisdom to know what is truly valuable. 

As they strive to share your unconditional love, 

give them long-suffering patience and a lively sense of humor. 

As they model your mercy, 

help them extend the forgiveness 

they themselves freely receive from you. 

In all circumstances fortify their faith, 

that they may love you above all. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com.  
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Her Love is Like an Island  
Mother’s love is like an island,  

In life’s ocean vast and wide  

A peaceful, quiet shelter  

From the wind, the rain, the tide.  

 

’Tis bound on the north by Hope,  

By Patience on the west,  

By tender Counsel on the south  

And on the east by Rest.  

 

Above it like a beacon light  

Shine Faith, and Truth, and Prayer;  

And thro’ the changing scenes of life  

I find a haven there.  

~Anon  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COFFEE HOUR TODAY AT 10:30! 

Sunday May 10 at 10:30 am. Members are again invited to our ‘Zoom’ edition Coffee 

hour! Login information has been sent out via email blast. We look forward to ‘seeing’ 

you ALL today! 

 

BOOKLETS AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP  

Our Daily Bread & Eternity for Today booklets for this quarter are available for pickup 

outside of the Church on Tuesdays from 1:00 PM – 7:00 PM, Wednesdays 9:00 AM – 

12:00 PM and Thursdays from 4:15 PM – 7:00 PM. They will be in a box by the front 

doors for those who want!  

 

NEST BOARD 

NEST (North End Sponsorship Team) is looking for someone to join their board and 

continue the long relationship NEST has had with ALL. If interested, please contact Jim 

Mair at jimmair@shaw.ca or 204-770-4526.  

 

NEW EXTERIOR SIGN COMING SOON! 

We are needing to come up with some communication phrases for it and humour is just 

fine. If you would like to submit some suggestions for the future signage, please pass on 

to Kim: chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca If you are interested in volunteering to put the 

wording up on the sign/changing information and phrases let Kim know as well.  

 

mailto:jimmair@shaw.ca
mailto:chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca
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ALL GETS INSTAGRAM 

Search up abundantlifelutheran on Instagram and follow to keep up to date on what’s 

happening at Abundant Life Lutheran Church! 

 

HELPING THOSE IN NEED THROUGH THIS PANDEMIC 

The Community Christmas Hamper Program for communities north of the perimeter 

will be providing grocery store gift cards for people in need of food during this 

pandemic. To help those living outside of the perimeter which are not eligible to access 

Winnipeg Harvest and are struggling at this time. If you would like to donate to help 

with this cause you can go online to abundantlifelutheran.ca and under the donate now 

button choose "Hamper Program".  Or click on the link below: 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/873687115RR0001-abundant-life-lutheran-

church-inc/campaign/hamper-program/ 

*We will only be accepting cash donations. No food donations please.  

 

CLWR COVID-19 CRISIS APPEAL 

The ELCIC's partner, Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR – www.clwr.org ) has 

issued an urgent crisis appeal to help those most vulnerable around the world. CLWR's 

global partners are working on the frontlines to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and 

offer care to those affected. Here are just a few of the ways those partners are already 

responding in the link below. CLWR is also committed to helping the most vulnerable 

here in Canada. A percentage of all money raised will help vulnerable people through 

the work of CLWR's partner churches. For more information or to donate, please visit 

below link: https://www.clwr.org/covid-19 

 

REQUESTS FOR VOLUNTEERS  

When the Church is able to host in person Worship Services again, there will be some 

Sunday Morning volunteering opportunities available for those interested! For more 

details on this please visit our website under the ‘News’ tab, or contact Kim Scherger 

(chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca)  

 

ALL WOMEN BRUNCH POSTPONED UNTIL NEXT YEAR 

Mark your calendars for May 8th, 2021 for the Mother, Daughter, Friendship brunch! 

 

MEDITATIVE MUSIC 

To hear some beautiful meditative music to calm your mind and help you relax in these 

uncertain times, visit our website to hear peaceful soothing recorded music from 

members of the church! 

 

 

 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/873687115RR0001-abundant-life-lutheran-church-inc/campaign/hamper-program/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/873687115RR0001-abundant-life-lutheran-church-inc/campaign/hamper-program/
http://www.clwr.org/
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OFFERING 

We recognize that the COVID-19 pandemic has been a financially stressful time for 

many people. At the same time, in order to continue the ministry of our church, we are 

relying on our members to continue to give regularly. Please consider how you are able 

to continue to support our church during this time. There are many ways to give to our 

church, even if we aren’t meeting in person: 

• Consider signing up for PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance) 

o  to sign up for PAR, please email office@abundantlifelutheran.ca for more 

information 

• Donating online through the “Online offering” button on our website 

• Sending weekly or monthly cheques in the mail to: 

  Abundant Life Lutheran Church 

  3486 Raleigh Street  

East St. Paul, MB R2E 1B9 

We are thankful for your continued support! 

 

ALL Contact Information: 

Jeremy Langner, Pastor - jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Kim Scherger, Core Leadership Chair - chair@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lisa van Dijk, Director of Youth Ministries - splc-youth@live.ca  

Rylee Innes, Administrative Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Lori Templeton, Financial Secretary - office@abundantlifelutheran.ca  

Rick Scherger, Communications Coordinator - rickscherger@fatecommunications.ca  
 

Other ways to stay in touch:  

- Checkout our social media sites, Facebook, Instagram & Youtube Channel 

- Subscribe to receive email blasts with important information 

- Have a look at our website abundantlifelutheran.ca   

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Jeremy’s Hours  

Tuesday1:00 PM – 4:00 PM / Wednesday 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

 

Administrative Secretary Hours - Tuesday & Thursday Evenings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@abundantlifelutheran.ca
mailto:jeremy@abundantlifelutheran.ca
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REACHING OUT 
Are you in distress? Here are a few numbers that you may find helpful. 
 

911 Emergency 

Dial 911 
 

Winnipeg Police Service Non-Emergency Line 

1-204-986-6222 
 

Health Links (Info Sante) 

204-788-8200 or toll-free 1-888-315-9257. 
 

Anxiety Disorders Association of Manitoba 

24-7 support line for anyone experiencing anxiety: 204-925-0600 
 

Klinic Crisis Line 

204-786-8686 or 1-888-322-3019 / TTY 204-784-4097 
 

Manitoba Suicide Line "Reason to Live" 

1-877-435-7170 (1-877-HELP170) 
 

Kids Help Phone (national line available to Manitoba Youth) 

1-800-668-6868 
 

Klinic Sexual Assault Crisis Line 

204-786-8631 or 1-888-292-7565 / TTY 204-784-4097 

http://klinic.mb.ca/crisis-support/
http://reasontolive.ca/
https://kidshelpphone.ca/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/
http://klinic.mb.ca/in-person-counselling/sexual-assault-crisis-counselling/

